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Doc Talk: Case of the Month

On our website we have a section called “Case of the Month” where we showcase different
types of procedures through before and after photos followed by a story about the patient. At
times the patients write their own stories and share their thoughts and emotions about the
surgery that transformed them. Many times the surgeries are complex or extensive. | want to
tell you about one patient whose surgery lasted only minutes but the effects were just as
dramatic. Her photos will be presented in the next couple of months in our “Case of the Month”

- section. | will tell you her story first, however.
! She is 31 now, but when she was born forceps had to be used for the delivery. The

consequence was an indentation on the right side of her face near her cheek bone. It created a
deformity and facial asymmetry that had always bothered her. In photographs or when in larger
gatherings, she would always wonder who was noticing the imperfection on her face. After
thinking about corrective surgery for many years she made an appointment to discuss her
options. After a full evaluation, | recommended a short surgery to release the scar that was
causing the concavity and to fill the area with a skin substitute to prevent recurrence of her
deformity. The surgery was short and sweet and the results were very pleasing. But that is not
the best part. The day she came in to have her stitches removed, she smiled and said “l am
going to see my dad today. He has not seen me since | had the surgery.” Now that is the part |

will remember. | can just imagine how happy her dad felt to see his daughter not be bothered by something that
happened so many years ago during her birth. That made my day as well — big time. If you would like to see her photos,
please check our “Case of the Month” section over the next two months and you will not miss her. Your comments are
always welcome at drghaderi@stcharlesplasticsurgery.com. Have a great holiday season and | will see you next year.
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Welcome Michelle.
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